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CARDIAC LEVEL ONE ACTIVATION (sample policy)
CRITERIA: Chest pain with “ACUTE MI” or “ACUTE MI SUSPECTED” per EKG.  

ACTIVATION:  To be initiated based on review of EKG and clinical presentation.

PURPOSE:  To provide a uniform standard of care to all Acute STEMI patients.

CARDIAC TEAM MEMBERS:  ED RN, ED MD, EKG, RAD tech, Nursing Supervisor

1. Call to MedStar:  Tell MedStar that we have a “Cardiac Level One patient” and need the on call cardiologist for the patient’s existing cardiologist, or cardiology group of choice. If there is no response within 10 minutes from the cardiologist on call, repeat the call, or the ED physician has the authority to call any willing cardiologist to assume care of the patient.  

2. Initiate Standing Orders:  Oxygen, IV, Monitor, Stat EKG, Stat PCXR, Lab draw, Monitor/with defib at bedside, Cardiac Level 1 protocol. Lab orders to be placed:  (fill in per facility)
3. Primary RN:  (If possible) Two RN’s at bedside upon call of Cardiac Activation.  Dedicate one RN for primary care until patient has been transferred to the care of MedStar.  Primary RN responsible for delivery of complete medical record and faxing report to the receiving facility.
4. Documentation to be sent with the patient:

a. Transfer form

b. Copy of the patient summary charting
c. The “Cardiac Level One” protocol form (original)
d. Copy of the patient face sheet

e. Copies of patient EKG’s
5. Fax protocol form and ECG to receiving facilities cath lab. DMC (509)473-7511, or SHMC (509)474-5319.
