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CLEANING BEDSIDE DOCUMENTATION LAPTOP COMPUTER KEYBOARDS

PURPOSE:
Reduce potential health care associated infections by proper cleaning of patient bedside laptop computer keyboards.

LEVEL:

Independent

SUPPORTIVE DATA:
Studies have shown a potential for microorganism cross-contamination between patients when care is not taken to clean bedside laptop computer keyboards between patient visits.

EQUIPMENT:
Keyboard covers (skins)


Asepti wipes


Hand washing facilities

PERFORMED BY:
Any direct patient care provider documenting for the electronic medical record using a bedside laptop computer.

	Steps
	Key Points

	1. All laptop computers used for electronic medical record documentation at the bedside must have a protective keyboard cover (skin) in place at all times.


	1. A keyboard cover (skin) makes cleaning the keyboard easier and protects the keyboard from potential spills.

	2. Keyboards of laptop computers used for bedside documentation must be cleaned at the beginning of each shift using an Asepti wipe.


	1. New keyboard covers (skins) are available from the storeroom at DMC or VHMC (storeroom item # 045923).

	3. The Plexiglas cover over the computer screen should be unlocked and the screen cleaned at least once a month. Weekly cleaning is recommended if excess dust accumulates between the computer screen and Plexiglas cover.


	1. Use a damp cloth to clean the Plexiglas cover (do not use an Asepti wipe). The computer screen should be cleaned by lightly wiping with a dry cloth only. The LCD computer screen is very fragile.

	4. Bedside documentation laptop computers should not be taken into an isolation room. Documentation should be done in the hallway, outside the room.


	1. The keyboard of any bedside documentation laptop computer taken into a patient room should, after each patient visit, be cleaned with an Asepti wipe.
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