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Empire Health Services
CLEANING DESKTOP DOCUMENTATION COMPUTER KEYBOARDS

PURPOSE:
Reduce potential health care associated infections by proper cleaning of electronic medical record documentation desktop computers and keyboards.

LEVEL:

Independent

SUPPORTIVE DATA:
Studies have shown a potential for microorganism cross-contamination between patients when care is not taken to routinely clean documentation desktop computer keyboards.

EQUIPMENT:
Keyboard covers (skins)


Asepti wipes


Hand washing facilities

PERFORMED BY:
Any direct patient care provider using desktop computers for patient care documentation when the computer is located in a patient room or surgical suite. 

	Steps
	Key Points

	1. All desktop computers used for patient care documentation must have a protective keyboard cover (skin) in place at all times.


	1. A keyboard cover (skin) makes cleaning the keyboard easier and protects the keyboard from potential spills.

	2. Keyboards of desktop documentation computers used must be cleaned at the beginning of each shift using an Asepti wipe. Unplug computer before cleaning the keyboard cover.


	1. Desktop keyboard covers (skins) for patient care areas are available as a special order item. Contact Brenda Kochis, IT purchasing agent, for assistance (x7218).

1. 2. OR specific keyboard covers are available from OR Materials Management.

	3. Documentation desktop computers should not be taken into an isolation room. Documentation should be done in the hallway, outside the room.


	1. The keyboard of any documentation desktop computer taken into a patient room or used during surgery should, after each patient visit or surgical procedure, be cleaned with an Asepti wipe. Unplug computer before cleaning the keyboard cover.

	4. The documentation desktop computer screen and cabinet (CPU) should be cleaned daily at the beginning of each shift using a lightly dampened, soft, clean cloth and water.  
	1. Always unplug the desktop computer before cleaning the screen.  Do not use detergents of any kind on the screen or cabinet.  Detergents leave a milky film on plastics and can damage the antistatic screen.
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