Sharon MacTavish

Introduction

We are very happy to announce the arrival of RHQN’s new Executive Director, Sharon MacTavish, RN, Attorney at Law.   Sharon comes to us with extensive experience in quality improvement and has worked as a claims attorney and senior risk consultant with Washington Casualty Co. for the past 17 years.   In that role she has worked with rural hospitals including visiting many of our members. So, it is likely that some of you may already be familiar with Sharon’s face as well as her name.

We were excited to hear from Sharon that one of her favorite activities is developing and advising on policies which might affect, and help, a significant number of hospitals such as the group of hospitals that compose the RHQN.  We are certain Sharon’s experience and commitment to quality and safety in healthcare will bring exciting developments to the RHQN and we look forward to her arrival in early October.
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Status Report
With the arrival of Sharon MacTavish, our new Executive Director, the RHQN is looking ahead to some exciting times.  We are going to be introducing Sharon at the WSHA Annual Meeting on October 11th, so if you are planning on being in Seattle for that meeting, please make it a point to meet Sharon.  In November, the RHQN Board is going to be finalizing the 2008 budget which will determine the dues for our members.  We are going to be mailing out 2008 dues notices in December, so look for them before the end of the year. 
The RHQN is going to be focusing on certain areas of quality in the coming year and we would like to give you a brief introduction to our plans so that you know what you can expect from the organization.   We are going to be grouping our programs into four categories: 1. Education & Regulatory Requirements, 2. Clinical Services, 3. Quality Measurement, 4. Transfers and Linkages of Care.
